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THE POTATO TROUBLE
QUESTION OF A TEST CASE.

A press represontative waited on
Mr H. A Nichols, M.L.C.. on Monday
night, with reference to the Ministerial
statement that a test ense was not now
necessary. Mr Nichols sand that be huad
vroated a discossion in the House, and
had pomnted out that no matter il
New Sonth Wales did raise the pro-
hibition, the State should still go on
with the test ense, as, unless they did
so. the other Btates might at any time,
to the advantage of their own
and to the disad rut;gn of ours, re-
peat the operation rom % constiti-
tional point of view, he had been ask-
o whether this guestion had besn solc
mitted to the inter-State  Com-
sion:  “Saction 60, Federal Constitn-
tion, provides that, on a date to Iw
proclaimad by the GovernorGeneral,
the Quarantine Department sghall he
transferred to  the Commonwealth,”

I'p to the present, although a hill
hiad passed the Federal Parlinment.
that proclamation had not Lesn fssned

n thingz that should have heen done
long ago. Apain, in the Federal Con-
stitution, clouse 92, it s provided that
trade  within the Commonwealth shall
ba free. Whild restrietions apainst the
mmparted  into  any State of clean pro-
dies 15 possible, this elause of the
Constitution s mon-effective. Therefore
the tost case s required, to settle,
oness and for all, whether the Con-
stitution can be o overridden by State

oction. If so. then ther had no right
in the federation at all. and it was
nf no adenntare to us.  Apain, the

cass shonld go on, heeanse, if it was

legally

won, Tasmanian growers can .
claim eompensation from the other
States, and he (Mr Niehols) was oow

fully in acoord with the movement fo
jamond certain clanses of the Potato
Act, and when ther were dealing with
the Act befare Parlisment, they had
bosn assured by the Minister that nn-
loss they had within it clanses for
eombpulsary spraying, and other drastie
;-?;:&]tiﬂm. the ntl:!rlﬁtrllf would not
allow an entry with Tritatosy
Sinee then he (Mr Nichols) had learnt
that the gquostion of eempulsory spray-
ing was pever discnssed at that con-
torenes, amd that the ofily resdiniions
adopted were those put forward and
propesed hy onr own Minister of Apr
eultnire ; that it was the Minister him-
solf who had propwsed to divide the
State inte districta quarantine all ddis-
tricts whers the disease exists, furnish
tha other States with a marked map,
ishomp-z elean  and n!‘trlmn districts,
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ghowine elean aind unclean districts,
providing for a nentral sone where no
polatoss should be grown, also provid-
ing that all exports should he accom-
panied by a certificate, stating that
=ich Had not heen grown within an
linfeetad district, otherwise they would
not he arcented by the importing
Btate.  Mr Nichols was fally convinesd
now that the States had no power to
carry ont in their entirety sneh dras.
tic mensures, and he was strongiy of
the apimon that this wae the reason
why New South Wales had agreed that
all elean potutoss from Tasmanm. eer-
tified clean, shonld be  admitted to
thedr ports. Mo was satisfied that had
the delezates (himself and Mr Payne)
Leen listened to, and shown those pre-
pised regulations hefore they were dis
ensed at the eonference, n  la

amednt of the tronble thut had since
peenrred  woull have been  avoided.
snd, under thess cirenmstances, seeing
the muddle that had been  hroueht
abont, in his opindon. it was up to the
Government to now provide every pos-
sible way of assisting the farmers m
the spraving of their crops, amd he
was very sl to see that material
help in that direction was being piven.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article152055464



