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insurgency with daily
attacks, and Austra-
lia had become a pri-
mary target.

The common-
wealth was forced
to contract an
armed  security ¢
squad — Control
Risks Group
(CRG) ~ to protect
Australians.

But one year after
they arrived,
ADF  Joint
Force

AID House and kidnay
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threat”,
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SIX terror groups and a mil- |
itia army was out to kill or
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The intel brief noted that
two CRG contractors work-
ing for the British govern-
ippeared”
believed kidnapped and
“Australian citizens, be they
military or civilian are at
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A former Australian soldier
contracted to protect Australians
during the Iraq war and the
following bloody insurgency,

Arrest after seven- hour hotel ! srege

AN unemployed Balmain cor-
porate worker accused of bar-
ricading himself and his family
inside a city hotel suite for
seven hours before assaulting
police has been granted bail.
Rajiv Ranjan Singh, 45,
allegedly kept himself, his wife
and daughter inside a room at
Metro Apartments on Sussex
from 10am on Friday despite
being asked to leave by staff.

Specialist police

f duty, and

were called to the scene and at
about 455pm officers from
Operation ODIN gained access
to the unit and arrested Singh.

He was taken to Day Street
Police Station where he alleg-
edly assaulted a constable by
twisting his thumb.

He has pleaded not guilty
1o two counts of resisting or
hindering a police officer in
the execution of duty,
assaulting a police officer in

ing on enclosed land.

During a bail hearing at Par-
ramatta Local Court on Satur-
day, Singh told the court:
“Looking at my background |
donot haw:anypolrcc records.”

The police prosecutor, who
told the court police “do no\
necessarily oppose bail®,
Singh refused to pro\'ldk'
fingerprint sample.

He was granled bail on a
$1000 security.
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THEY were the direct target
of terror groups, dodging
daily mortar attacks on the
frontlinein Iraq.

But almost two decades on
from the conflict, the private
aivilian troops who put their
lives on the line for Australia
are yet to be recognised.

A never before-seen trove
of archived documents
branded “not in the public’s
interest” lays bare a fight for
war medals for the contracted
security force which could
embroil Prime Minister Scott
Morrison.

Such is the scope of the
apparent mzshandlmg by the
PM’s department in honour-
ing the force of 35 men that
former foreign minister Alex-
ander Downer has been
forced to step in,

His zppezl to honour them

includes a private letter to
Foreign _Minister  Marise
Payne confirming the civilian
force was a “critical enabler”
for Australia at that time.

In the letter, he appeals to
her to support a medal clasp,
“consistent with the gover-
ment’s. commitment to hon-
our rans  and their
familie:

The men protected Aus-
tralians working to help Iraq
amid turmoil and bloodshed

“That AusAID delivered
the government’s humani-
tarian program amidst the
Iraq war without loss of life,
serious injury or incident is
remarkable and not at leastin
part to these people’s efforts”
Mr Downer wrote last year.

A similar appeal was made
by the then foreign minister
Bob Carr eight years ago but
was apparently overruled by
the Department of Prime
Minister and Cabinet.
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 ments secured under Freedom

©f Information, and unredac-
ted for the first time on an up-
appeal by the infor-
mation Commissioner, details
the full extent of Australia’s
diplomatic and conflict aid op-
erations after the 2003 Iraq
invasion and the eight-year
Insurgency that followed the
toppling of Saddam Hussein,
and, critically, wrangling over
the awarding of medals.
re were daily mortar
attacks, attempted ambushes
of convoys and shootings as
Australian officials, notably
from AusAID, Defence, For-
¢ign Affairs and Trade and
Treasury, attempted to help
build a government.
Between 2003 and 2005, at
the insistence of the US gov-

Police and NSW Police, for
security, logistics and “life
support” duties.

All were veterans of pre-
vious conflicts, and had either
left the ADF or were taking
extended leave before return-
ing to full-time duties.

Documents show the men
were given “Top Secret” level
security clearance and app-
roval for official “government
passports”, Coalition opera-
tions permits and were regis-
tered as “administrative and
technical staff” of the Austra-
lian embassy in Baghdad.

A military intelligence re-
port obtained under FOI con-
firmed they were a direct
target for six terror groups
and an Iraqi insurgent force
armed with rocket launchers.

Protection force diary
reveals bloody mayhem

" behind palace.

May 30,2004 - 42 attacks in Baghdad
today. 2 contractors shot in neck both
of them in soft skinned vehicles at BIAP.
11x 82mm mortar rounds fired in area

June 12,2004 + Did a job to Spot 8 oil. B got
dicked on way to Spot 21, believe it is no longer

to assist government agencies
working towards a Coalition
Provisional Authority. Control
Risk Group (CRG) contracted,
deploys 35 men, all Australia
and NZ former SAS,

Queensland and NSW Police.
h‘,m ELIL — Iraq War

ends. Commonwealth awards
Service

Iraq invasion
Coalition lon:ar;
' — Baghdad falls.
recommends

and specialist

" Humanitarian
| safe. Kroll got ambushed today, came up behind Medal (HOSM) (Iraq clasp)
| carand machined gunned rear of car hard until Dacharation 2004 16 Mambers
integrity gave way, 3 x Wounded in Action 1 ot agendes:
critical+ bullet wound to head. UVIED threat 5 Formal HOSM
now extremely high. Over 30 attacks today, (I'iq) ‘Amendment proj ,
very dangerous town & times. to Governor-
< iy eligbiltyspecically
= to commercial contractor CRG.
June15,2004+30  June19,2004+58 Cites critical CRG workn Iraq
attacks plusin attacks today. Wewill | il e S0 related
Baghdad. Looking  start building parapets oo adent set post 2004
grim for handover.  and wiring tomorrow. Indian Ocean Tsunami
Weare going to 2XCRG cars destroyed - 551 ing HOSM to commercial
fortify ourcurrent near Kirkuk Whiskey 1 contractors. AusAID supports
loc, “Delta Hotel” and Whiskey 2, 1xWIA © oo qment.
in anticipation. —was |ED and RPG. (o =
o pending required letter
September 3, 2004 + FBI came last night: from Foreign Minister Bob Carr
and "bagged" one of our guards and to minister’s office.
grabbed another former one at home. |— Andrew Leigh MP,
Apparently phone taps and hot tip they: Parliamentary Secretary to the
Smoke marks the aftermath of an were planning to kidnap an / Prime Minis )
insurgent bomb attack in Baghdad. foreigners ie our Australian clients. letter from Carr who confirms
CRG work essential and HOSM
extension valid.
IE}- Amendment held,
citing “we would expect strong
criticism from existing medal
holders”, no evidence cited.
for the fi th battle for was Assistant  Minister  to Carr letter not sent to
were employed by the Com- heart-breaking. Prime Minister and Cabinet Department of Prime Minister.
monwealth through a com- “I've always thoughtitwas Ben Morton and the PMC and Cabinet (PMC). Issue
mercial contract with Control  an issue with civilians carry- both advised as late as last declared closed.
Risk Group. ing guns; we look quiteradical month that the men still did Former Foreign
CRG is a British-based sec-  and .. some looked at you like not meet eligibility require- Minister Alexander
urity outfit that works closely  you were mercenaries,” one ments since they were techni- writes to Foreign Minister
with the UK government and  said. ey (government) cally working from a for- Marise Payne saying he's
has a dozen offices globally,in-  didn't know how to deal with profit contractor. “happy to attest that CRG
cluding in Sydney and you at that time, Australia “Itis given was Il for
Melbourne. In 2012, PMC pro-  was playing catch up in war i provided in
posed a detailed amendment and modem conflict that by AusAID and foreign min- Iraq. Asks Payne to make
to the HOSM Iraq clasp, con- _ involves civilians. ister .. you would be disap- appeal to PMC to make HOSM
cluding “we consider a case “The Brits, Canadians and pom(ed by this outcome”
ists for extending eligibility "  Kiwis all recognised theroleof  PMC first assistant secretary Office of
and noted the AusAID direc-  civilians and also the Ameri- John Reid wrote late last Australian Information
tor general confirmed his cans of course .. but there is month to one of PMC's
agency’s work would not have such a hesil.mcy in Australia; recipients. “notin public interest™ decision
been possible without the criti-  they don’t want to recognise But some of the men said tonot release files.
cal efforts of the CRG detail. civilians overseasin these con-  the fight would continue. Assistant Minister
‘The foreign minister of the temporary conflicts but it is “We were legitimate, acc- to the Prime Minister and
day, Mr Carr, endorsed the such an unsung story in Iraq, redited, badged-up adminis- Cabinet Ben Morton MP
proposalin writingin 2013but  Afghanistan and elsewhere.” trative and technical staff to maintains CRG members not
there is no evidence his letter Another said: “It's just rec-  the Australian embassy ... all eligible

emment, Australia commer-
cially contracted the force,
mostly former Australian and
New Zealand SAS, Com-

mando and special operations
officers from Queensland

At the end of hostilities the
government officials who the
force were protecting were
given the Humanitarian
Overseas Service Medal - Iraq
clasp. But there was no medal

was ever included in the file ognition that we onlynow are these sorts of things that mys-
for consideration. PMC dec-  realising we were to get; oper- teriously gets left out of delib-
lared the file be closed. ational service medals be- erations,” one said.

Some of the 35 men said come family heirlooms ... held Senator Payne's office was.
their almost two-decade alonggenerations.” contacted for comment.
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FACEBOOK has begun rolling out en-
SIyption for voice or video calls made
ugh its Messenger texting app, ratch-

€ting up privacy for users.

The move comes as the sanctity of data
on

becomes an
sensitive topic.

The number of audio or video calls
Made on Messenger has surged since ‘
2016 to more than 150 million daily,
Prompting Facebook to add the option of
Sﬂ'zmblrng exchanges from one end to

e o!her to prevent snooping from third
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and  Paralympic

outdoor
events such as cycling, moun-
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JEREMY PIERCE light since Clyde the Thistle

took centre stage at the Glas-
IT’S a little rough around the gow Commonwealth Games
edges, buta Queensland land-  in 2014,

mark has emerged as a cool
contender for the mascot of
Brisbane’s Olympic Games.
Decked in Aussie green
and gold, Sunny the Pine-
apple would be decidedly less
weird than many of the
Olympic mascots over the
years and could be the prickli-
est customer to steal the lime-

In a personal pitch, Sunny
stared down the other early.
option to emerge - the ibis.

“I reckon I can run (Olym-
pic) rings around a bin chick-
en any day of the week,” he

said in an open letter launch-
ing his Brisbane 2032 bid.
The Sunshine Coast is
scheduled to host Olympic

tain biking, athletics, and sail-
ing, as well as football and
basketball
Olympic legend and Sun-
shine Coast local Clint Robin-
son said Sunny would be an
ideal brand ambassador for
the next Australian Olympics.
“The summery climate, the
sweet taste, the green and
gold colours ~ I think it's
perfect for Queensland’s

“And so
many Aussies would have
good memories of visiting the
Big Pineapple when they were
kids, so I think there'd be a lot
of affection for it."

Olympic mascots have
been spectacularly hit-and-
miss over the years, ranging
from the quintessentially
Aussie critters Olly, Syd. Mil-
lie and Lizzie in Sydney to the
bizarre one-eyed steel-rod

Wenlock at London 2012

Games," he said.



